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held an adult literacy program, and was a mechanism to provide reconstruction support to those 
tribes that agreed to support the Coalition. A number of technocrats were included on the council to 
oversee electricity, water, municipality, health, and education and to act as liaisons with the 
provincial and national government ministries.7 
 
(S) While a majority of the council's participants were members of the SAA, the Jazira Council was 
not just an extension of Sheikh Abdul Sattar’s movement, and was more concerned with establishing 
local government. The Albu Risha and Albu Julib tribes, leading members of the SAA, were not 
involved in the Council because they did not have a presence in the Jazira area. By working with the 
Coalition to provide electricity, water, employment, and security to the Jazira area, Sheikh Hamid 
and other SAA leaders hoped to win the hearts and minds of the local population, deprive AQI of 
an important staging area into Ramadi, and provide an example for neighboring tribes.8 
 
(S) The creation of the Council was possible because SAA's relationship with Governor Mamoun 
and the IIP was markedly better than it had been throughout much of late 2006 (see Chapter 6c for 
details). Sheikh Abdul Sattar came to regard Governor Mamoun as a legitimate partner rather than 
an enemy despite Mamoun's attempts to prevent the SAA from receiving support from the Iraqi 
interior ministry until after the next round of provincial elections. Some of this new understanding 
was due to the fact that, given the security situation in Baghdad, Governor Mamoun's ability to 
persuade the Iraqi government to agree to anything was extremely limited. As a result of the new 
partnership, Governor Mamoun met with the SAA leaders on December 23 to hand out 
reconstruction contracts.9 
 
(S/NF) To discuss the distribution of the new contracts, Sheikh Abdul Sattar organized a 
conference on January 10 that was attended by several hundred leading sheiks, contractors, 
politicians, and Coalition officials from across Anbar; the largest meeting of the SAA since its 
founding as the Anbar Emergency Council in September 2006.  The fact that so many leading 
Anbaris were willing to attend despite the presence of Coalition personnel indicates that the Anbari 
elite was now if not fully supportive of the Coalition, at least willing to be seen with Coalition 
officials in the hopes of garnering reconstruction contracts. As with other SAA events, the 
conference was very much Sheikh Abdul Sattar's show. The fact that so many leading Anbaris 
agreed to answer his summons constituted a tacit acknowledgement that he was now the most 
powerful leader in the entire province and would remain so as long as he continued to deliver on his 
promises.10 
 
(S/NF) For Sheikh Abdul Sattar, the primary purpose of the conference was to create a foundation 
for economic infrastructure improvement in Anbar, increasing employment through mass public 
works projects (road construction, utilities, repair, etc.).  This would counteract AQI's recruitment of 
disaffected or unemployed Anbaris and build public confidence in the SAA's capacity to bring basic 
necessities to the province. The secondary purpose was use the possibility of winning contracts to 
increase the influence of the SAA leadership over other sheikhs by having them publicly display 

7 [ | Military | 08 Jan 07 MNF-W INTSUM | 20070108 | (S/NF) | ] 
8 Ibid. 
9 [ | Military | 04 Jan 07 MNF-W INTSUM | 20070104 | (S/NF) | ] 
10 [ | Military | 12 Jan 07 MNF-W INTSUM | 20070112 | (S/NF) | ] 
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(S/NF) Second, AQI attempted to infiltrate the Iraqi security forces to gain intelligence on Iraqi and 
Coalition units throughout Anbar. This allowed the group to gain information on Coalition and Iraqi 
army activities, relationships between units, informants, and home addresses. Moreover, it gave the 
group access to the names and addresses of Coalition informants so that they could conduct a 
murder and intimidation campaign against them while limiting Coalition access to information on 
their activities.107 
 
AQI Training 
 
(S/NF) According to AQI documents recovered by Coalition forces, AQI leadership thought the 
proper training of new recruits was very important, and devoted a substantial amount of manpower 
and resources to managing and maintaining the group's training program. Correspondence between 
regional and senior AQI leaders revealed regular updates on the status of the group's training 
programs, the number of recent graduates, and the suitability of those graduates for additional 
training or combat operations. In at least some cases, AQI maintained "training directorates" under 
the supervision of "training amirs" that kept extensive records on each recruit and the amount of 
training that they had received.108 
 
(S/NF) AQI training programs and training camps in the Fallujah area were structured for a variety 
of purposes.  Their most obvious one was to provide new recruits with a basic proficiency in 
paramilitary TTPs. According to the Coalition's demographic analysis of captured detainees, the 
number of insurgents in Anbar with military or security services experience was on the decline as 
many of those who possessed such experience were captured or killed. This situation increasingly 
dictated that the AQI leadership provide recruits with some rudimentary training to ensure that they 
could execute basic tasks. At the same time, the specific needs of each local amir varied 
considerably. The training courses thus ranged from a basic set covering weapons familiarization, 
marksmanship, IED construction and employment to more specialized courses on counter-
interrogation procedures, surveillance, intelligence collection, and sniper training. The basic training 
also covered small unit action training such as casualty evacuation, fire and maneuver, and indirect 
fire. For foreign fighters, training also included culture familiarization courses to help foreigners 
blend in with their surroundings and camouflage regional accents.109 
 
(S/REL TO USA AND MCFI) AQI also sought to instill loyalty, enthusiasm and espirit de corps in 
recruits. Its training programs were intense and involved periods of sleep deprivation, vigorous 
physical conditioning, and extensive religious and ideological indoctrination. One video of an AQI 
camp showed a training instructor equipped with tactical gear and military attire as part of a 
deliberate effort to emphasize that AQI recruits are training not for a militia but for a country, in 
this case the Islamic Emirate of Iraq. The name of one of these camps, Masada al-Aqsa (active as of 
November 2006) showed as well that these installations were training troops not only for action in 
Iraq, but beyond (“al-Aqsa” refers to the Dome of the Rock in Jerusalem).110 
 

107 Ibid. 
108 [ | Military | 25 Feb 07 MNF-W INTSUM | 20070225 | (S/NF) | ] 
109 Ibid. 
110 Ibid. 
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Mishan were provided with funding as well as access to Mishan's network of former and current 
Iraqi soldiers, oil protection officers, and defense ministry officials that he had cultivated as the 
leader of the Reconcilitation and Liberation Bloc, opening new relationships between AQI and 
Mishan's Ba'athist allies. AQI leadership intended their cooperation to be short-term and planned to 
eliminate Mishan once he was no longer of any use to them.115 
 
(S) While the Iraqi government had suspended al-Zawraa's license after its inflammatory 
programming following the announcement of the Saddam verdict, this actually freed the station to 
express even more vehement anti-government and anti-Shi'a views. Its Baghdad offices were 
abandoned and its six primary correspondents on the run, but al-Zawraa's broadcasts into Iraq and 
throughout the Middle East continued 24 hours a day, aided by the Egyptian satellite distributor 
Nilesat.  The station used its comprehensive video library of insurgent attacks, collected through 
Mishan's collaboration with multiple insurgent groups, to play insurgent propaganda videos and 
classes on IED construction.116 
 
AQI Use of Google Earth 
 
(S) Because Google Earth was the easiest way to view free, high-resolution satellite imagery through 
the internet, by January 2007 it was often used to support insurgent activities in Iraq. Google Earth 
provided maps of Iraq with a fifteen-meter or higher resolution using the World Geodetic System of 
1984 (WGS84) datum to provide latitude and longitude information with a GPS receiver. In Anbar, 
insurgents combined GPS and laptops with Google Earth installed to ascertain their location and 
then determine the azimuth, range, and elevation necessary to conduct accurate IDF attacks on 
targets of their choosing. While Google Earth images were usually eighteen months old, this did not 
hinder their effective use by insurgents to target stationary facilities such as Coalition bases, Iraqi 
police station, and government buildings.117 
 
(S) The shift towards Google Earth was first hinted at in March 2005 when AQAM established an 
"electronic jihad" organization called the Media Jihad Brigade to use technologies like Google Earth 
to advance the global jihad agenda. By early August 2005, Islamic Renewal Organization posted a 
message containing the option to download a copy of Google Earth. While AQI had been using 
Google Earth in Anbar at least as far back as December 2005, by January 2007 the group had 
considerably refined their reliance on the system to integrate it with GPS data when conducting IDF 
or planning attacks against static targets. Most AQI cells now designated their most computer 
literate member as their Google Earth expert.118 
 
AQI and Inter-Insurgent Politics 
 
(S) The new state did face serious problems from within the ranks of AQI, especially among those 
leaders of the group who were held at Coalition detention facilities or had recently been released. 
The detained AQI leaders believed that the declaration of the Emirate had been premature, that 

115 [ | Military | 01 Jan 07 MNF-W INTSUM | 20070101 | (S/NF) | ] 
116 Ibid. 
117 [ | Military | 04 Jan 07 MNF-W INTSUM | 20070101 | (S/NF) | ] 
118 Ibid. 
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with the Coalition. Those Iraqi police who refused to "repent" of their loyalty to the Iraqi 
government were kidnapped and murdered on Sheikh Ahmad's orders.270 
 
(S/REL TO USA AUS CAN GBR) On February 27, 2007 the Iraqi army with Coalition assistance 
detained senior AQI leader Abu Athil with three associates including Sheikh Ahmad. While the 
capture of Abu Athil was a major win on its own right, the capture of Sheikh Ahmad deprived AQI 
of its most charismatic political and religious leader among its allies of the Albu Issa tribe.271 
 
(S/REL TO USA AND MCFI) This did not stop the tribal infighting, however. The Albu Issa had 
already armed their tribesmen, and they now set up roadblocks, checkpoints, and neighborhood 
watches to prevent AQI from entering their tribal lands. Fearful of being detained by the Coalition 
or having their weapons confiscated, the Albu Issa leadership concealed these measures from the 
Coalition, and instead met with members of the Anbar Revolutionaries, hoping to form the Fallujah 
Revolutionaries as their own offshoot organization.  Yet in March 2007, the Albu Issa tribal feuding 
had so escalated that the Albu Issa tribal leaders of the Amariyah area requested Coalition assistance 
to drive the pro-AQI subtribes and their foreign fighters from the region.272 
 
(S) The Anbar Revolutionaries had difficulty answering the call of the Albu Issa tribal leaders lay in 
its origins as a vigilante force made up largely of off-duty or former police and military personnel 
and their families. Hiding among the general population much the same way that AQI did to avoid 
being targeted, the Anbar Revolutionaries were hard-pressed to enter a town as small as Amariyah 
without attracting notice and being hunted down by those they had come to fight.273 
 
(S) Sheikh Khamis Hasnawi and other Albu Issa tribal leaders now requested Coalition help not 
because they supported the Iraqi government or the Coalition, but because they recognized that they 
could not prevail against AQI without outside aid. The new cooperation was put to the test in a 
battle between AQI and the Albu Issa from February 28 through March 1 in which Iraqi police 
supported by armed tribesmen and reinforced by Coalition counter-battery fire defeated an 
estimated force of forty AQI fighters.274 
 
(S/REL TO USA AND MCFI) In mid-March, elements of the Fuhaylat, Albu Hatim, and Albu 
Hawa subtribes allied with AQI launched a powerful counteroffensive, attacking the Albu Alwan 
tribe with mortars, kidnapping Albu Alwan tribesmen from the Halabsa area in retaliation for their 
support of the Iraqi army and the Anbar Revolutionaries.275 Later that month AQI and their allied 
Albu Issa subtribes mounted a series of chlorine-ladden SVBIED attacks against the Amariyah 
police, anti-AQI Albu Issa civilians, and the residence of Sheikh Khamis.276 These attacks injured 
hundreds of civilians but killed relatively few.277 The attacks against the civilian population of 

270 [ | Military | 20 Feb 07 MNF-W INTSUM | 20070220 | (S/NF) | ] 
271 [ | Military | 28 Feb 07 MNF-W INTSUM | 20070228 | (S/NF) | ] 
272 [ | Military | 4 Mar 07 MNF-W INTSUM | 20070304 | (S/NF) | ] 
273 Ibid. 
274 Ibid. 
275 [ | Military | 16 Mar 07 MNF-W INTSUM | 20070316 | (S/NF) | ] 
276 [ | Military | 25 Mar 07 MNF-W INTSUM | 20070325 | (S/NF) | ] 
277 Ibid. 
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(S/REL TO USA AND MCFI) There were several factors that made the SAA so dominant in this 
part of Anbar.  Like the greater Ramadi area, the Khalidiyah-Habbaniyah corridor was inhabited by 
small tribes without any one dominant over the others. The SAA's reliance on mutual cooperation 
between various tribes was therefore easily applied to the region.  In addition, because of its relative 
experience, structured organization, and success to date at resisting AQI, the SAA was well-situated 
to influence the Khalidiyah-Habbaniyah area.  It used its frequent media exposure via al-Iraqiyah 
Television to highlight civilian deaths, lessen support for AQI, and cast itself in a favorable light by 
emphasizing its role in fighting the group.287  Finally, while some problems had arisen between 
residents of the two cities and the SAA due to the latter's tactics of targeting elements of the Albu 
Fahd and Albu Hazim tribes loyal to AQI, the February 2007 SVBIED attack galvanized residents' 
resolve in favor of the SAA and led them to encourage aggressive action against AQI fighters. 288 
 
(S) According to the Khalidiyah police, the SAA in the city were made up of 150 fighters with the 
support of 50-75 intelligence agents and sources. Even so, the organization would not have been 
able survive in the city without the support of the local community. Using family and tribal 
connections, the older Anbar Revolutionaries had brought a unique understanding of local factors in 
Khalidiyah to the SAA, which gave them a level of collective security that AQI found extremely 
difficult to counter. Persistent Coalition presence and tribal engagement efforts had now paid off in 
the form of an indigenous security force that the general population now viewed as legitimate.289 
 
(S/REL TO USA AND MCFI) SAA members now began openly conducting joint patrols alongside 
Iraqi police and army officers, subordinating themselves to the existing Iraqi security forces while 
helping to directly engage sheikhs, imams, and other civic figures to help develop credible 
intelligence to assist in future operations against AQI. The ultimate effect of this effort, beyond the 
detention of significant AQI leaders, was a mythology that grew around the SAA that had now 
spread throughout the province. In other parts of eastern Anbar, local Iraqi police and tribal leaders 
were actively forming their own chapters of the SAA to great effect on the security environment in 
their areas.290 
 
(S/REL TO USA AND MCFI) By contrast, the Malahimah and Ghazwan farmlands north of 
Habbaniyah were heavily populated by AQI supporters. At least one AQI training facility was 
located on one of the Malahimah farms, teaching both Iraqi and foreign recruits how to 
manufacture IEDs and VBIEDs.291 
 

287 Ibid. 
288 [ | Military | 4 Mar 07 MNF-W INTSUM | 20070304 | (S/NF) | ] 
289 [ | Military | 22 Mar 07 MNF-W INTSUM | 20070322 | (S/NF) | ] 
290 [ | Military | 15 Mar 07 MNF-W INTSUM | 20070315 | (S/NF) | ] 
291 [ | Military | 19 Mar 07 MNF-W INTSUM | 20070319 | (S/NF) | ] 
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(S) As in Hit and Rutbah, Coalition efforts in the Haditha area (including entry control points, 
badging programs, and census operations) helped to keep known AQI fighters from the larger 
population centers. The establishment of a persistent Coalition presence in the form of combat 
outposts alongside Iraqi security stations denied AQI the freedom of movement that they had once 
enjoyed in the area. As a result, there were only eight enemy incidents in the entire Haditha area 
between March 1-7 of 2007 in contrast to the sixty-seven between September 6th and 13th of 2006. 
During the same period in Hit, there only three incidents where there had been fifty-eight between 
September 21st and 27th of 2006.311 
 
(S) Fearful that Sheikh Barem Abd al-Qadr Ayfan al-Mahalawi, the senior sheikh of the Albu Mahal 
in Haditha, would support the expansion of Iraqi police in Haditha, AQI assassinated him on March 
6, 2007 at his home on Hawijah Island in Haditha. This was somewhat ironic because while Sheikh 
Barem had worked with the Coalition since December 2004, supporting especially the return of the 
Haditha police in 2005 and 2006, as a result of AQI's murder and intimidation campaign throughout 
most of 2006 he had become neutral towards the Coalition.312 
 
Anah 
 
(S/NF) As a result of the earlier disruption of AQI operations in Anah, local leaders called security 
in the town the best it had been in years. Even so, by March 2007 AQI was making an active effort 
to reassert its influence in Anah, carrying out IED attacks, threatening to destroy the homes of any 
residents that cooperated with the Coalition, and burning down a local internet cafe in an effort to 
prevent residents from providing intelligence to the Coalition.313 
 
Al-Qaim 
 
(S/REL TO USA AND MCFI) In March 2007, al-Qaim was by far the most secure major city in 
Anbar. As we have seen, this trend began in November 2005 and, while AQI attempted to thwart 
this development by attacking the local police, this strategy was unsuccessful throughout 2006.  Both 
the al-Qaim police and the Desert Protectors continued to become more effective as their 
experience and intelligence-gathering capabilities improved. This trend continued into 2007 despite 
the reduced Coalition presence in the area and captured AQI documents illustrated the group's 
internal acknowledgement that it was unable to regain influence in the region. As a result, AQI's 
efforts were centered on the rural areas east and south of al-Qaim's major population centers as part 
of a plan to exploit the reopening of the Husaybah border crossing over the summer of 2007.314 
 

311 [ | Military | 22 Mar 07 MNF-W INTSUM | 20070322 | (S/NF) | ] 
312 [ | Military | 07 Mar 07 MNF-W INTSUM | 20070307 | (S/NF) | ] 
313 [ | Military | 01 Mar 07 MNF-W INTSUM | 20070301 | (S/NF) | ] 
314 [ | Military | 18 Mar 07 MNF-W INTSUM | 20070318 | (S/NF) | ] 
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(S/NF) The Tuzliyah documents listed $330,000 in material expenditures to purchase vehicles, 
munitions, and supplies. Weapons and explosives were a large part of these expenditures, but AQI 
also purchased computers and peripherals, thumb drives, and video cameras. It was the vehicle-
associated costs that were the most substantial however, accounting for 36% of all material 
expenditures. This was due to AQI's decision to recruit impoverished young Iraqis by offering them 
free cars, thus explaining why the group went to such time and effort to maintain a large fleet of 
vehicles with meticulous records as to appearance and mechanical condition.319 
 
(S/NF) The other large portion of AQI's financial resources between al-Qaim and Anah were 
"salaries" and other personnel-related expenditures. AQI fighters were given a periodic salary based 
on a "pay scale:" individual members received 60,000 dinars per month if they were single with no 
dependents, with additional payments of 30,000 dinars per month for every dependent. In addition 
to regular pay, AQI members were often reimbursed for rent, medical, and legal expenses as well as 
for special occasions such as weddings. If an AQI member got married, he was payed between $500-
1,000 as a bonus. If an AQI member was killed, his family received an immediate "martyrdom 
payment" of $500 in addition to his regular salary. In an area as economically depressed as western 
Anbar, these financial incentives helped to entice residents into AQI.320 
 
AQI Organization and Operational Security 
 
(S/REL TO USA AND MCFI) The Islamic Emirate of Iraq also placed great emphasis on 
awareness of its members' operational security, hard targeting measures, and both precautionary and 
regulatory security procedures. Documents captured at Albu Qarta indicate that members of the 
Emirate were familiar with Coalition observation methods as well as detention procedures and knew 
the amount of evidence required to retain a detainee. This information was likely obtained either as a 
result of the detailed observations of AQI operatives who had been on multiple occasions by the 
Coalition and later released or as a result of infiltration of the Iraqi army and other Coalition 
organizations by the Islamic Emirate of Iraq's internal intelligence apparatus.321 
 
(S/REL TO USA AND MCFI) Highlighting the level of sophistication now present within AQI 
were the Albu Qarta documents' repeated references to amirs, weekly reports, supervisors, military 
branches, and security branches, all of which illustrated the elaborate level of organization, tasking, 
and responsibility that existed within AQI both in Anbar and in other parts of Iraq.322 
 
AQI Military Sophistication Grows 
 
AQI Snipers 
 
(S) Along with the evolution of the Emirate as a state, AQI military techniques and organization also 
grew more complex.  The development of separate cadres of snipers and of troops to specifically 
target one of the Coalition’s main advantages—helicopters—shows this growing sophistication. 

319 Ibid. 
320 Ibid. 
321 [ | Military | 12 Mar 07 MNF-W INTSUM | 20070312 | (S/NF) | ] 
322 Ibid. 
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prominent Iraqi Sunni leaders, viewing their sectarian prejudices as a hinderance to improving the 
Sunni situation in Iraq.340 
 
(S) On March 13, ranking Dulaymi confederation tribal leader Sheikh Ali Hatim Abdul Razzaq al-
Assafi and Sheikh Sabah Sattam al-Sharji of the Albu Mahal (both leaders of the SAA), met with 
Prime Minister Maliki, indicating the group's continued reach well beyond its origins in the greater 
Ramadi area. Now commanding the loyalty of twelve members of the provincial council and a 
dominating presence in Ramadi's security apparatus, the SAA had far more political clout than it had 
in September 2006. Even so, the group faced a tough road ahead due to the influence of the 
politically entrenched but unpopular IIP, which possessed a strong national organization and party 
machine. Even so, as long as AQI's influence continued to wane in Ramadi, Sheikh Abdul Sattar and 
his followers could claim credit for the city's recovery, which translated into enormous political 
capital. The SAA was overwhelmingly popular in all the major Anbari population centers, but it still 
faced competition from other Sunni organizations as Sunni sheikhs in other provinces feared the 
rise of Sheikh Abdul Sattar's popularity at the expense of their own.341 
 
(S/NF) By March 2007, the SAA leadership boasted that forty major tribes were members of its 
organization, though it should be noted that, in the perception-centered world of Iraqi sheikhs, one 
man's clan or subtribe was often another man's tribe. While forty tribal organizations participated 
within the framework of the SAA, much of the organization's bulwark continued to be a group of 
twelve to fifteen tribes centered around the greater Ramadi area.342 

Attack Data (January – March 2007) 
(U) The following charts illustrate the numbers and types of insurgent attacks against Coalition 
forces in Anbar Province that occurred in the first trimester (January to March 2007).  The first two 
(large – ½ page) charts provide an overview of attacks from 2003 to 2007 in the three AOs of Anbar 
(in two different graphic presentations).  The three months are highlighted and allow comparison to 
the entire period.  The following eight charts (small format) break down the overall data into the 
specific types of attacks (Direct Fire, Indirect Fire, IED, and Complex Attacks) arrayed over the 
2003-2007 timeframe and also expanded to a week-by-week graphic.  
 
(S) The average number of enemy attacks during this period was lower than the highs achieved in 
the previous period, and was mostly stable with a slight decreasing trend across the period.  While 
the number of IED incident counts remained mostly stable (if not increasing slightly), the number 
of incidents for the three other categories decreased slightly during the period, particularly after early 
February.  Note that data was not yet available for the last full week of March. 

340 Ibid. 
341 Ibid. 
342 [ | Military | 18 Mar 07 MNF-W INTSUM | 20070318 | (S/NF) | ] 
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(S/NF) Almost all the insurgents captured in 2006 claimed to be Iraqi (99.3%), with only 0.7% 
claiming to be of foreign origin.  Of those foreigners, the most frequent origins named were Egypt 
and Syria, though this represents just a very few individuals. 
 
(S/NF) The majority of detainees were associated with blue collar or other labor occupations.  The 
most common occupations claimed were driver (15.3%) and shepherd or farmer (13.3%), though the 
largest grouping of occupations was blue collar workers (31.0%), which included jobs like electrician, 
carpenter, and laborer.  Though only 4.0% of detainees claimed to be actively unemployed, it is likely 
that many more detainees were actually unemployed but provided their previous job or training 
when asked their occupation.  In addition, a noteworthy fraction of detainees (5.8%) were employed 
in positions of trust such as the Iraqi police or local security forces. 
 
(S/NF) Less than half of those captured in 2006 claimed to have some military experience (42.5%), 
while a portion of those that had not served were still students and were too young to participate.  
This finding indicates that a large segment of the insurgent population had some form of prior 
military training, had combat experience, and may even have had personal access to weapons. 
 
(S/NF) More than three-quarters of those detained had no education beyond high-school, with 
nearly half (42.9%) having no more than an elementary education (6th grade or less).  More than 18% 
had some post-secondary education or had completed a degree program. 
 
(S/NF) By more than double, the tribe with the most captured members in 2007 was the Fahad 
tribe, followed by the Albu Eissa, Ubaydi, and Jughayfi tribes.  The Fahad tribe was the most 
captured in all three months within the study period.  There were many tribes well-represented, as 
76.5% of the detainees associated themselves with one of the top 20 tribes. 
 
(S/NF) More than 53% of all detainees claimed to be married, engaged, or widowed, though most 
detainees under 30 (64.3%) were still single.  Of those married, 56.0% claimed to have children, 
which is much lower than the overall rate of children in the population.  However, this data is very 
unreliable and a significant difference from the results from previous years.  If valid, it seems that 
those who had families were reluctant to participate in the insurgency and less willing to risk their 
lives, for fear of leaving behind unsupported children. 
 
(S/NF) The most common places of residence among detainees were Ramadi (30.9%) and Hadithah 
(19.3%).  2007 is the first year in which Fallujah was not one of the two most active cities, and 
reflects that almost twice as many detainees came from Hadithah, proportionally, than in the 
previous year.  Fallujah (18.3%), Al Qaim / Husaybah (5.9%), Hit (3.8%), and Rawah (3.6%) also 
were major claimed sources of detainees. 
 
Conclusion:  Snapshop of the Insurgency 
 
(U) As in the previous six months, the new year opened with the insurgency presenting clear 
challenges for the Coalition and Iraqi government and yet offering the promise of better things 
ahead.  Fallujah, which had been cleared of most insurgents after Operation AL FAJR, was falling 
under the influence of AQI and affiliated groups.  By using the small villages that surrounded the 
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city as safe havens, AQI had managed to escape Coalition attention while rebuilding its strength, 
manpower and structure in the area.  The results were increasing signs of AQI infiltration and 
influence, which showed the group had not given up on the city that had once been the center of its 
Anbar strategy. 
 
(U) There was also a growing sophistication in AQI attacks throughout Iraq, including the successful 
use of chlorine weapons, intricate intelligence gathering methods, and targeting of helicopters, which 
suggested that the group was learning from its experiences and developing some higher forms of 
warfare.  Coordination between AQI and other regional actors, such as Lebanese Hezbollah and 
Syrian and Iranian players were also ominous.  
 
(U) Yet the clearing of insurgents from Ramadi, Hit and Haditha, as well as other towns in Anbar; 
the expanding power and influence of Abdul Sattar and the SAA; and a growth in the confidence 
and abilities of the Iraqi police and army were harbingers of real positive change in the province.  
The result was a continuing decline in attacks, greater cooperation and collaboration by residents, 
and improved atmospherics throughout Anbar even before the Coalition “surge” began.   All the 
conditions were in place for the defeat of the insurgency, but only if there would be enough time to 
finish the work that Iraqis and the Coalition had begun together. 
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